Introduction
matter (PM) from a large variety of combustion sources, such as combustion engines, residential better indicator of harmful particulate substances from combustion sources (especially traffic) than high-mountain (sub-alpine and alpine) climates. While Užice and Sevojno are heavy industrial centers, the mountain Zlatibor, thanks to the specific continental and Mediterranean air currents, a 92 so-called wind rose, is considered an air spa suitable for the treatment of and recovery from many 93 diseases, including asthma.
either from the EDs (ambulances or home care) in Užice, Sevojno, and Kosjerić, or from a general hospital in Užice. The medical records of all patients were provided retrospectively, and the subjects' 
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Daily concentrations of BC and weather variables in the Užice region are shown in Table 2 .
According to national regulation on monitoring conditions and air quality requirements, daily concentrations of BC exceeded permitted limit values (50 µg/m 3 ) during the cold seasons. allergic rhinitis, asthma, and asthma with allergic rhinitis based on a 2-day or 3-day lagged exposure to BC are displayed in Table 4 .
Statistically significant associations were observed between 2-day lagged exposure to BC and ED visits for asthma (OR = 2.98−3.23; p < 0.05), whilst we failed to find statistically significant 177 associations between BC exposure and asthma with coexisting allergic rhinitis (OR = 1.57−1.58; 
Discussion

186
To our knowledge, this is the first study to investigate an association between BC and hospital study to assess the effects of the daily concentration of BC on ED visits for allergic rhinitis and allergic 
Advantages and disadvantages of the study
278
There are several advantages of our study. Firstly, we studied the novel population. Secondly, the time-stratified case-crossover design, used in the present study, in which cases serve as their own control, has been demonstrated as a suitable method for assessing brief changes in risk associated 
305
In addition, we hope that the present study provides evidence to support the regular monitoring 
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28. National network of automatic stations for air quality monitoring. Available online:
